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Cultural Studies 
(click on the red links for more details) 
 
Culture 
Sir Edward Tylor (1871) gave first formal definition of culture according 
to him Culture or Civilization is complex, which includes knowledge, 
belief, art, morals, law, custom and any other capabilities and habits 
acquired by man as a member of society.  
 
Franz Boas define Culture as the system of shared beliefs, values, 
customs, behaviours, and artefacts that the members of society use to 
cope with their world and with one another, and that are transmitted 
from generation to generation through learning. 
 
Sociologist Georg Simmel, defined culture as the ways of thinking, the 
ways of acting, and the material objects that together shape a people's 
way of life. 
 
Culture can be any of two types, non-material culture or material culture. 
Non-material culture refers to the non-physical ideas that individuals 
have about their culture, including values, belief systems, rules, norms, 
morals, language, organizations, and institutions, while material culture 
is the physical evidence of a culture in the objects and architecture they 
make or have made. The term tends to be relevant only in archaeological 
and anthropological studies, but it specifically means all material 
evidence which can be attributed to culture, past or present (Criscuolo, 
1978). 
 
Elements of Culture 

 Symbols: Anything that carries particular meaning recognized by 
people who share the same culture. 

 Language: A system of symbols that allows people to communicate 
with one another.  

 Values: Culturally defined standards of desirability, goodness, 
beauty and many other things that serve as broad guidelines for 
social living. 

 Beliefs: Specific statements that people hold to be true. 
 Norms: Rules and expectations by which a society guides the 

behaviour of its members the two types of norms are mores and 
folkways. Mores are norms that are widely observed and have a 
great moral significance. Folkways are norms for routine, casual 
interaction. 
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Library Links 
 Library OPAC 
 IR@SPA Bhopal 

 
IR@SPA Bhopal is a digital 
repository with the objective 
to collect, preserve, and 
distribute the scholarly 
output of the SPA Bhopal and 
function as an important 
source of communication of 
the information generated 
through the day to day 
activities. 

 
 

List & Links of 
Databases & 

Journals 
Subscribed by the 

SPAB Library 
 
Full-text 

 ProQuest Dissertations 
and Thesis Global 
ProQuest Dissertations 
& Theses (PQDT) 
Global is the world's 
most comprehensive 
collection of 
dissertations and 
theses from around 
the world, offering 
millions of works from 
thousands of 
universities. Each year 
hundreds of thousands 
of works are added. 
Full-text coverage 
spans from 1743 to the 
present, with citation 
coverage dating back 
to 1637. 
 
 
 
 
 

 Behavioral patterns: The typical manner in which people perform 
production (e.g., manual, manufactured, automated in various 
degrees), communicate (e.g., language content, technology 
choices), mark significant events (e.g., rituals of endorsing values 
and of punctuating steps in personal life), satisfy basic needs (e.g., 
for dwelling, feeding, security, sex, reproduction, entertainment), 
and the like. 

 Artefacts: Distinct material objects, such as architecture, 
technologies, and artistic creations. 

 Social institutions: Patterns of organization and relationships 
regarding governance, production, socializing, education, 
knowledge creation, arts, and relating to other cultures. 

 
Cultural Studies 
A cultural study is an interdisciplinary field of research that investigates 
the ways in which “culture” creates and transforms individual 
experiences, everyday life, social relations and power. Combining the 
strengths of the social sciences and the humanities, cultural studies 
draws on methods and theories from literary studies, sociology, 
communications studies, history, cultural anthropology, and economics 
(Grossbert, 1992). 
 
References:  

 Criscuolo, C., 1978. Primary Pathwys Rd Comp Sk 2. Prentice Hall. 
 Grossberg, Lawrence, Cary Nelson, and Paula A. Treichler. Cultural Studies. New 

York: Routledge, 1992. 
 

[Above Information Credit:  
Ankit Kumar, and Dr. Vishakha Kawathekar] 

 
The critical analysis of the texts and practices of everyday life in 
contemporary society involving both the humanities and the social 
sciences. Its territory (in the current context significantly overlapping 
with that of media studies, film studies, and communication studies) 
includes: mass culture (or popular culture), consumer culture, the culture 
industry, and cultural production and reproduction.  

Ref: Oxford Reference 
 
A cultural study is a field of theoretically, politically, and empirically 
engaged cultural analysis that concentrates upon the political dynamics 
of contemporary culture, its historical foundations, defining traits, 
conflicts, and contingencies……..  
Cultural studies seeks to understand how meaning is generated, 
disseminated, contested, bound up with systems of power and control, 
and produced from the social, political and economic spheres within a 
particular social formation or conjuncture. 

Ref: Wikipedia.org 
 

 
 

 
 “Culture is the name for what people are interested in, their 

thoughts, the books they read and the speech they hear” 
 

- Walter Lippmann 
 

http://opac.spab.ac.in/
http://opac.spab.ac.in/
http://dspace.spab.ac.in:8080/xmlui/
https://search.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/?accountid=143393
https://search.proquest.com/pqdtglobal/?accountid=143393
https://www.oxfordreference.com/view/10.1093/oi/authority.20110803095652927
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural_studies
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 Art & Architecture 

Complete 
This collection covers 
nearly 360 full-text 
periodicals (Journals 
and Magazines) & 220 
full-text books in the 
area of Architecture, 
Conservation, graphic 
arts, Archeology, 
Sculpture, etc. and 
Cover-to-cover 
indexing and abstracts 
for 790 academic 
journals, magazines 
and trade publications 
with collection of over 
63,000 images.  

 
 Sage Planning Coll… 

A Collection of 33 peer 
reviewed journals in 
the area of Planning 
are the part of this 
collection. 
 

 Bloomsbury Design 
Library 
Bloomsbury Design 
Library provides 
online access to 
unparalleled resource 
for anyone working 
across the broad field 
of design and craft 
studies. It contains 
dynamic collection of 
text and image content 
from 
1500 BCE to the 
present day. 
Bloomsbury Design 
Library covers text 
books on design, major 
reference works, 
thousands of images 
from museums and 
archives, and 
resources for 
instructors and 
students. Bloomsbury 

Further Readings on the topic 
Resources Available Online (Open 
Access) 
Blog / Articles / Research papers/ Books (online) please click on red link 
for further reading 

 What is Cultural Studies? / Prof. Angela McRobbie : The British 
Academy (18 Aug 2020) 

 Cultural Studies and the Culture Concept / Tony Bennett (26 Jan 
2015) (Journal: Cultural Studies Vol. 29 No. 4) 

 An Introduction to Cultural Studies / book Chapter from- Cultural 
Studies: Theory and Practice (Sage, UK) 

 Introduction to Culture Studies / Rumina Rai (Himalaya Pub. 
House, Mumbai) (2015) 

 Emerging Discourses: Architecture and Cultural Studies / Sarah 
McGaughey (Imaginations: Journal of Cross-Cultural Image 
Studies, May 11, 2012) 

 A Structured Approach to Cultural Studies of Architectural Space / 
Mustafa Pultar 

 Architecture’s Obligation to the Common Good / C W Westfall 
(Newington-Cropsey Cultural Studies Center) 

 Architecture and Cultural Identity Cultural Studies Essay 
 Cultural Planning for Urban Development and Creative Cities / 

Colin Mercer 
 

Websites 
 Center for the Study of Culture and Society 
 Association for Cultural Studies (U.K.)  
 Cultural Studies Association (U.S.) 
 Cultural Studies Association of Australasia 
 Inter-Asia Cultural Studies 
 Media, Communication and Cultural Studies Association (MeCCSA) 
 Popular Culture Association 

  

Videos 
 Understanding Cultural Studies / Dr. Liza Das, IIT Guwahati 

(NPTEL) 
 Introduction to Cultural Studies / Dr. Avishek Pauri, IIT Madras 

(NPTEL) 
 

Resources Available in the SPAB 
Library 
Books 

 Introducing Cultural Studies / Ziauddin (Cambridge) 
 What is Cultural Studies: A Reader / edited by John Storey (Rawat 

Pub.) 
 Cultural Studies Theory and Practice / Chris Barker, Emma A Jane 

http://search.ebscohost.com/
http://search.ebscohost.com/
https://journals.sagepub.com/
https://www.bloomsburydesignlibrary.com/home
https://www.bloomsburydesignlibrary.com/home
https://www.thebritishacademy.ac.uk/blog/what-is-cultural-studies/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09502386.2014.1000605
https://www.tandfonline.com/author/Bennett%2C+Tony
https://uk.sagepub.com/sites/default/files/upm-binaries/66910_An_Introduction_to_Cultural_Studies.pdf
http://www.himpub.com/documents/Chapter978.pdf
http://imaginations.glendon.yorku.ca/?p=2955
http://pultar.bilkent.edu.tr/Papers/Spacult/Spacult.html
http://www.nccsc.net/essays/architecture%E2%80%99s-obligation-common-good
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/cultural-studies/architecture-and-cultural-identity-cultural-studies-essay.php
https://www.ukessays.com/essays/cultural-studies/architecture-and-cultural-identity-cultural-studies-essay.php
https://www.kulturplan-oresund.dk/pdf/Shanghai_cultural_planning_paper.pdf
http://cscs.res.in/courses_folder/undergraduate-courses/papers.2008-02-05.9798782311/general-introduction
http://cultstud.org/
http://www.culturalstudiesassociation.org/
http://www.csaa.asn.au/
http://www.inter-asia.org/
http://www.meccsa.org.uk/
https://pcaaca.org/
https://nptel.ac.in/courses/109/103/109103019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CtdivVeym44
http://opac.spab.ac.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=2884
http://opac.spab.ac.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=5200
http://opac.spab.ac.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=8783
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Design Library offer 
academics and 
student’s high-quality, 
intuitive tools for 
research. 
 

 Journals & Magazines 
Subscribed Journals 
and Magazines can be 
viewed on clicking 
above link 

 
 
 
Statistical Databases 

 Indiastat.com 
Indiastat.com is a 
cluster of 56 associate 
sites and perhaps the 
most comprehensive e-
resource for accessing 
the secondary level 
socio-economic 
statistical information 
about India, its 6 
geographical regions, 
31 states and 19 
sectors on various 
socio-economic 
parameters. These 
parameters are 
Administrative Units, 
Demographics, 
Economy, Agriculture, 
Civil Supplies and 
Consumer Affairs, 
Environment and 
Forest, Industries, 
Infrastructure, 
Companies, Education, 
Health, Housing, 
Labour & Workforce, 
Polity, Media, 
Insurance, Tourism, 
Crime & Law, Social 
Welfare & 
Developmental 
Schemes etc. 
 

 
 
 

(Sage) 
 Urban Culture: Critical Concepts in Literary and Cultural Studies / 

edited by Chris Jenks (Routledge) 
 

Journals/ Magazines (Subscribed & Open 
Access) 

 Cultural Geographies (Sage) 
It is an international journal of peer-reviewed scholarly research 
on and theoretical interventions into the cultural dimensions of 
environment, landscape, space, and place. 
 
This journal is particularly committed to the development of 
methodologically rigorous interpretive approaches that explore 
how meaning, materiality and/or practice are implicated in the 
(re)production, maintenance and transformation of cultural 
worlds as they are materially constituted, represented, imagined, 
and lived.  

 [Ref: Journal Site] 
 

 Cultural Science Journal (Cultural Science Society) (DOAJ Seal) 
Cultural Science Journal is an interdisciplinary journal, taking 
advantage of recent advances in evolutionary and complexity sciences, 
to investigate cultural systems at micro (agent), meso (institution) and 
macro (network) scale. We are interested in the production of new ideas 
and knowledge, especially across disputed borders between systems, 
groups and identities. 

[Ref: Journal Site] 
 

 Cultural Perspectives – Journal for Literary and British Cultural 
Studies in Romania (Scientific Publications) (DOAJ) 
CP invites submissions on all aspects of cultural studies related to 
Britishness in all countries. Its main aim is to include different 
perspectives on cultural studies, coming from different fields, such 
as literature, linguistics, semiotics, political and sociological 
studies, communication, public relations, anthropology, 
translation studies, etc. 

[Ref: Journal Site] 
 

 IAFOR Journal of Cultural Studies (The International Academic 
Forum) (DOAJ) 
The IAFOR Journal of Cultural Studies solicits scholarship in the 
broad areas of culture, social development, the arts, digital 
communities, philosophy and similar. 

[Ref: Journal Site] 
 

 Cultural Anthropology: Journal of the Society for Cultural 
Anthropology (DOAJ) 
Cultural Anthropology publishes ethnographic writing informed 
by a wide array of theoretical perspectives, innovative in form and 
content, and focused on both traditional and emerging topics. It 
also welcomes essays concerned with ethnographic methods and 

http://spabhopal.ac.in/Collections.aspx/
https://www.indiastat.com/
http://opac.spab.ac.in/cgi-bin/koha/opac-detail.pl?biblionumber=1509
https://journals.sagepub.com/home/cgj
https://culturalscience.org/
http://pubs.ub.ro/?pg=revues&rev=cp
http://pubs.ub.ro/?pg=revues&rev=cp
https://iafor.org/journal/iafor-journal-of-cultural-studies/
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca
https://journal.culanth.org/index.php/ca
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Links of Open 
Access Contents 

 
 National Digital Library 

of India 
 Directory of Open Access 

Journals 
 Directory of Open Access 

Books 
 Architecture Commons 
 Planning Architecture 

Design Database Ireland 
(Paddi) 

 Open Government Data 
 Networked Digital 

Library for Thesis and 
Dissertations 

 ARCHNET Resources  
 Asian Historical 

Architecture 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact Us 
Library 
SPA Bhopal  
Neelbad Road, Bhauri 
Bhopal – 462 030 
E-mail: 
mukesh.pathak@spabhopal.ac.in 
Ph. No. 0755 – 252 6805 

research design in historical perspective and with ways cultural 
analysis can address broader public audiences and interests. 

[Ref: Journal Site] 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Future Topics for Saaransh 

 
Smart Cities Creativity 
Intercultural competence  Problem Solving  
Cultural Landscape Experiential Learning 
International politics Adaption to change 
Global policies for 
conservation Complex problem solving 

Cities and Big Data People management 
Social Sciences Coordinating with others 
Negotiation Emotional intelligence 
Cognitive flexibility Judgment and decision making 
Climate Change  Service orientation 

Ecological Intelligence Contemporary Architecture in 
India 

Urban Poverty  Servant Leadership 
 

 
 
 
 

Important Notice 
SPAB Library invites suggestions and small articles on 
above topics for this digest, please contact us and give 
your valuable insights to make it important resource of 
information for SPAB community. 

 
Thanks & Regards 

 
Dr. Mukesh Pathak 
Deputy Librarian 

 

https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/
https://ndl.iitkgp.ac.in/
https://www.doaj.org/
https://www.doaj.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/
https://www.doabooks.org/
http://network.bepress.com/architecture/
https://www.paddi.net/
https://www.paddi.net/
https://www.paddi.net/
https://data.gov.in/
http://search.ndltd.org/
http://search.ndltd.org/
http://search.ndltd.org/
file:///D:/Mukesh%20SPA%20Data/Drafts/Saaransh/resources
https://www.orientalarchitecture.com/index
https://www.orientalarchitecture.com/index
mailto:mukesh.pathak@spabhopal.ac.in

